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Data Trends are produced by the Research and Training Center for Children's
Mental Health, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, University
of South Florida, Tanpa. Data Trends are funded by the Center for Menta

Heal th Services, SAMHSA, U. S. Departnent of Health and Human Services. There
are two Data Trends products: 1) Sunmmaries, which detail recent, published
articles on systens of care for children with enoti onal and behaviora
disabilities and their famlies, and; 2) News briefs, which highlight
related itens or events of interest to the field.
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Aletter to the editor of Psychiatric Services (vol. 51, no. 2) by Dean X
Par nel ee, professor of psychiatry and pediatrics at Virgi nia Commonweal th
University, comments on an article by Soltys, et al., that appeared in the
February, 2000 issue (vol. 50, no. 12) of the journal. In their article,
“Child psychiatrists as |eaders in public nental health systens: Two surveys
of state nmental health departnments,” Soltys and col | eagues advocate for
i ncreased | eadership roles by child psychiatrists in mental health
admnistration, particularly at the state |level, and provide sone thoughtfu
suggesti ons for devel opi ng such skills and expertise (e.g., through enhanced
nedi cal school curricula and residency rotations in public child psychiatry
progranms). To this end, the “ideal child psychiatrist” would be skilled at
each level of service to children and famlies, i.e., continuumof care,
policy, and clinical practice.

In his letter, Parnel ee agrees that psychiatric training prograns that
i ncl ude comunity-based, system of care services would benefit children’s
nental health service systens at both the clinical and policymaking | evels.
According to Parnal ee, however, the challenge will not nerely entai
i ncorporating systens of care research into nedical training curricula, but
nore inportantly, to “shift fromteaching the psychopat hol ogy-focused
perspective on a child and famly to a perspective that enphasizes and
builds on their strengths.” Conbined, Soltys et al. and Parnel ee nake
progress toward further collaboration between professionals involved in
systens of care, psychiatric nedical education, policy, and practice.
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If you missed previous Data Trends publications, visit the main Data Trends
page: http://rtckids.fnrhi.usf.edu/rtcpubs/datatrendshp. ht m

For information about the Data Trends project, or about the Research and
Training Center, visit our website at http://rtckids.fnmhi.usf.edu or
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