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This News brief alerts you to the following article: Spoth, R. L. & Greenberg, M. T.
Toward a comprehensive strategy for effective practitioner-scientist partnerships and
larger-scale community health and well-being. Anerican Journal of Conmunity Psychol ogy,
35(3/4), 107-126.

This article is from a special section on the relationship between science and community
psychology.

From the abstract: This article articulates joint priorities for the fields of prevention
science and community psychology. These priorities are intended to address issues raised
by the frequent observation of natural tensions between community practitioners and
scientists. The first priority is to expand the knowledge base on practitioner-science
partnerships, particularly on factors associated with positive outcomes within
communities. To further articulate this priority, the paper first discusses the rapid
growth in community-based partnerships and the emergent research on them. Next described
is an illustrative research project on a partnership model that links state university
extension and public school delivery systems. The article then turns to the second,
related priority of future capacity-building for diffusion of effective partnership-based
interventions to achieve larger-scale health and well-being across communities. It
outlines two salient tasks: clarification of a conceptual framework and the formulation of
a comprehensive capacity-building strategy for diffusion. The comprehensive strategy would
require careful attention to the expansion of networks of effective partnerships,
partnership-based research agendas, and requisite policy-making.
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